
In honor of its 30th Anniversary, the Mimbres Region 
Arts Council has partnered with area cornerstones a.i.r. 
Coffee Co. Inc. and Alotta Gelato to create signature 
offerings to mark the momentous, MRACulous 
occasion.

Renowned artist Pierre Nichols, who exhibits locally 
at Seedboat Gallery and Running Horse Gallery, also 
joined the movement by donating a one-of-a-kind gourd 
pot to be gifted to a lucky MRAC member and Morning 
Star Screen Printing has printed commemorative 30th 
Anniversary T-shirts.

a.i.r. Coffee owner, Louis Baum, designed signature 
30th Anniversary Blends — a scrumptious Ethiopian 
Yirgacheffe and Peruvian coffee as well as a Peruvian 
and Mexican decaffeinated blend.

Baum said a similar formula was introduced to him 
many months ago by his Californian distributor, Royal 
Coffee of Emoryville, Calif., as one of the hottest new 
blends available. 

He wrote down the recipe for that blend, a Kenyan 
and Peruvian, but never put it to use.

“Then I got an e-mail from [MRAC board president] 
Dale Marcy asking if I would be interested in 
developing a 30th Anniversary Blend and I thought, 
‘oh, wow! This would be perfect because I was just 
thinking about pulling this thing together,’” Baum said. 
“I thought it would be a good idea not only for a.i.r., 
but for the Arts Council.”

In light of the fact that the Arts Council is making a 
signiýcant effort to make environmentally-conscious 
decisions including printing its 2009-10 Season 
at a Glance and Membership brochures on 100 
percent recycled paper with biodegradable soy inks, 
recycling at season events and conducting business 
electronically rather than through paper mail, Baum 
decided to compound these steps by creating fair 
trade, organic coffee blends.

“This community is being more environmentally 
conscious everyday. Being fair trade gets the small 
farmers better prices and being organic means that 
it’s grown without pesticides,” he said.

Each bag of the 30th Anniversary Blend will 
be marked with a commemorative, golden 30th 
Anniversary stamp and a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of the blend will beneýt Arts Council 
programs.

In addition to these lively drinks, Alotta Gelato 
owners Mitch Hellman and Starr Belsky decided to 
add a new choice to their gelato offerings — a Gelato 
Sundae with coffee-, chocolate- or Cabernet-þavored 
syrup, the customerôs gelato þavor of choice and a 
unique rolled cookie with a hazelnut and chocolate 
center.

Hellman said that it is traditional to serve gelato with 
this type of wafer cookie, but Alotta Gelato has yet to 
introduce the one to its Silver City location.

Likewise, Alotta Gelato has no gelato entrees with 
syrup, making the entire dish a MRACulous creation.

“We’re both really excited about the chance to do 
this. We wanted to do something different this time 
é not a new þavor, but something really special,ò 
Hellman said.

He explained that the Arts Council is one of the 
reasons he and Belsky moved to Silver City, and to 
honor its signiýcance, they wanted to do something 
above and beyond adding another þavor.

Baum said the 30th Anniversary Coffee Blends are 
indicative of the MRAC presence in the community. 
They’re bold, but not overwhelming, smooth and have 
pleasant, slightly sweet þavors. 

The Ethiopian Yirgacheffe roast has a “wild” 
þavor and is generally thought of as one of the best 
exotic coffee beans. It is acidic and posses a sharp, 
tangy quality — vegetative and earthy in nature, he 
explained. 

The Peruvian is a bright, but gentle, mild heavy-
bodied brew with sweet tastes.

Baum referred to the Mexican variety as the “cream 
de la cream” of beans with medium acidity. It exhibits 
a sweet and smooth body with a hint of roasted 
hazelnuts. An excellent brew by itself, it is well-
balanced and clean.

“So sweet tastes seem to be the theme here,” he 
said of the 30th Anniversary Blend.

Baum began his work with MRAC nearly four years 
ago as a volunteer. He then became the board vice 
president and eventually board president during the 
2007-08 season and continues to be a major sponsor 
of MRAC programming. 

He relocated from Washington, D.C., to the California, 
in search of that perfect small town. He didnôt ýnd it 
there, but he did when he drove into Grant County.

“I came to Silver City after reading that it was the 
second friendliest city in the country. I remember 
driving into town on Christmas Eve of 2000. It was 
just amazing. Everything was a glow with luminaria … 
it was just beautiful. I kept returning every six-to-nine 
months … I just feel really grounded here,” he said.

Upon moving to Grant County, he was immediately 
impressed by the presence of art in the region and 
explained that without the Mimbres Region Arts 
Council, Grant County would be entirely different.

“It would be a pretty dull place, and I don’t think 
that I would be living here,” he said. “It brings another 
dimension. The Arts Council and what it does for the 
community are one of the biggest reasons I came 
here; it was the people — the people here are just 
amazing, the climate and the Arts Council. The way 
I see it, the Arts Council is the glue that holds it all 
together. There is an element of art in every aspect of 
Silver City.”

Baum said the diversity of MRAC initiatives 
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a.i.r. Coffee Company owner Louis Baum sits before 
his roaster where he creates the Mimbres Region Arts 
Council 30th Anniversary Blend with a few bags of the 

signature roast on the table beside him.

Alotta Gelato co-owner Mitch Hellman serves up the 
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Gelato Sundae.

The Mimbres Region Arts Council 30th Anniversary 
Present, a Mimbres-inspired pot uniquely crafted by 
the highly-respected artist Pierre Nichols, who displays 
locally at the Running Horse Gallery and Seedboat 
Gallery. The present will be given to a MRAC member 

through a drawing later in the season.

including the mural program, which has 
sites throughout the county, the Folk Series, 
Performance Events, John F. Kennedy Center 
For the Performing Arts Grant County Partners 
in Education through the Arts program and Fine 
Arts Fridays programs amaze him. 

“They’re truly involved from kids to adults. I 
think it’s one of the most important and best-
run organizations in Silver City and it’s getting 
better all the time,” he said.

In addition to the local impact MRAC has, 
Baum pointed to the inþuence the Arts Council 
has on the statewide art community. 

“It also makes a great contribution to the art 
community in New Mexico. 

Faye is just incredible with her knowledge of 
all the artists and the caliber of the performers 
that she brings are comparative to those in 
Sacramento and D.C.,” he said. “I mean if you 
walk into her ofýce, sheôs got at least 10,000 
CDs on the wall — she knows each of the 
performers styles so well, and not to mention 
that she’s got a wonderful personality!”

Both the Mimbres Region Arts Council 30th 
Anniversary Alotta Gelato Sundae and wafer and 
Mimbres Region Arts Council 30th Anniversary 
a.i.r. Coffee blends are now available and will 
be through the entire 2009-10 MRAC 30th 
Anniversary Season. 

The coffees will be available at a.i.r. Coffee Co., 
208 Central Ave. in Bayard, the MRAC ofýce, 
1201 N. Pope Street, Silver City and Yankie 
Creek Coffee House at the corner of Texas and 
Yankie streets. They may be available at other 
local a.i.r. Coffee distributors including Javalina 
and the Curious Kumquat later in the season.

The sundae will be sold exclusively at Alotta 
Gelato, 619 N. Bullard St. 

For more information contact the Arts Council 
at 575-538-2505.


