
Past presidents share Arts Council memories...
Louis Baum

Board President 2007-08, Vice President 2006-07, Board Member 2005-06, Sponsor
—	 “Without the Arts Council, it would be a pretty dull place, and I don’t think that I would be living 
here if it weren’t for the Arts Council. It brings another dimension. The Arts Council and what it does for 
the community are one of the biggest reasons I came here; it was the people — the people here are 
just amazing, the climate and the Arts Council. The way I see it, the Arts Council is the glue that holds 
it all together.”
—	 “They’re truly involved from kids to adults. I think it’s one of the most important and best-run 
organizations in Silver City and it’s getting better all the time.”
—	 “It also makes a great contribution to the art community in New Mexico. Faye is just incredible 
with her knowledge of all the artists and the caliber of the performers that she brings are comparative 
to those in Sacramento and D.C.,” he said. “I mean if you walk into her office, she’s got at least 10,000 
CDs on the wall  she knows each of the performers styles so well, and not to mention that she’s got a 
wonderful personality!”

Michael Metcalf
Board President 2000-01, Board Vice-President 1999-2000, Board Member 1997-98

—	 “I appreciate the cultural and economic impact the Arts Council has upon our communities.”
—	 “Without the Mimbres Region Arts Council our region would be barren.”
—	 “In the future I hope to see continued support for the visual arts ... spotlighting seasoned artist 
as well as young up and coming talent, exchange exhibitions, and patron interface.” 
—	 “The Arts Council’s greatest strengths are in its consistency and ability to offer a community to 
newcomers.”
 

Christine Rickman 
Board President 2004-05, Vice President 2009-10, Board Member 2001-02, 03-04,  

04-05, Sponsor 
—	 “The best thing about working on the board and at MRAC events is getting to know the people 
involved.  When I first came onto the board my dad was also a board member. It was fun to be involved 
in something with him.” 
—	 “People have actually moved to Silver City because of the MRAC and all it has to offer. It brings 
people together to celebrate the arts. MRAC is a model for arts councils all over the state.”
—	 “Without MRAC, there would be little of the arts and how they can benefit a community. The 
schools would miss out and the children would not have the opportunities to experience the various 
cultural events/performances that have been brought in. 
—	 In the future I hope MRAC continues to be strong and viable, even through this economic down 
turn.     

Dan Swanson 
Board President 2003-04, Vice President 2001-02, Board Member 2000-01, 2004-05 

—	 One of the most important things that I experienced was the opportunity to work with folks in the 
community that I would not have otherwise gotten to know. By working with shared goals we built a 
bond that then carries into my everyday life. 

David Furnas 
Board President, Vice President 2005-06 

—	 To me, the best part of working with the Mimbres Region Arts Council is experiencing the 
enjoyment of working with like-minded people who love the arts and who understand how important the 
arts are to our community and our quality of life.
—	 MRAC provides a very positive impact to our local community, and beyond that, demonstrates 
our belief that the arts are integral to a vital, productive community.
—	 Without the Arts Council, I think that support of the arts would be fragmented, inconsistent, or 
non-existent.
—	 In the future, I hope that the Arts Council will continue to grow and continue to serve our community 
as a guiding force for the development of arts programs and events.
—	 I believe the manner in which the Board conducts its business, manages the budget, and decides 
which programs to sponsor have improved through the years and that this is evidenced by MRAC being 
designated as the top Arts Council in the state for many years now.

Lisa Parker 
Board President 2004-05, Vice President 2003-04, Board Member 05-06

— For me to comment on how the MRAC has changed the Grant County community, I’d have to 
be able to imagine life in Silver City without the MRAC and I can’t do that. No Blues Festival? No 
Chocolate Fantasia, no Folk Series or Weekend at the Galleries? And what about the MRAC’s work in 
the schools? 
What would life be like in Grant County without those things? I’m glad to say that I don’t know. The 
Arts Council’s tireless work is a wide-reaching thread in the quirky, complex tapestry that makes Grant 
County such a special place, and I’m glad to have been involved for a little while in that work.”

Carol Kane 
Board President 2008-09, Vice President 2007-08, Treasurer 2006-07

—	 My work on the board was challenging but very rewarding. I can’t single out one memory but 
have a deep sense of gratification that I have been a part of something truly remarkable.                   
—	 I’d have to say the appearance by the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra in December 2008 was 
my most fond memory of MRAC events. It was a giant, musical love-in!!  
—	 MRAC has a huge impact on our town and the outlying communities. MRAC beautifies our town 
with world-class murals; it enriches our children’s lives with the Kennedy Center programs; it brings 
nationally-known folk artists to perform; it puts on one of the only free Blues Festivals — and now Pickin’ 
in the U.S. (and draws attendees from all over the country!).  
—	 The Arts Council gives artists a place to showcase their work at the Wells Fargo Gallery and 
collaborates with the Silver City gallery owners to put on Weekend At the Galleries. It’s probably safe to 
say that due to the Arts Council, southwestern New Mexico has an impact at both a state and regional 
level as attendee surveys reveal people come from all over the Southwest and, for our music festivals, 
all over the U.S. and world. 
—	 We moved to Silver City, in part, because it has a vibrant arts community. That energy is fueled 
and renewed by MRAC every day — every year.  Silver City wouldn’t be Silver City without MRAC!  (… 
and I wouldn’t want to live here without it)
—	 My hope is that the Arts Council continues to grow and thrive, that we continually adapt to 
changing circumstances, and keep an open mind to new opportunities and programs.
—	 The MRAC of 30 years ago is unrecognizable in today’s MRAC. We have moved from a “receipts 
under the bed” operation that would not be able to earn national grant funding to an award-winning arts 
council. We are the Arts Council to beat in every state competition!  

Neysa Pritikin
Board Treasurer 2000-01, 01-02, Board Member 1997-98, Sponsor

—	 My most fond memories of working with the Arts Council are of fundraising dinners at my house, 
especially the one for the New Mexico Symphony Chamber group. We did all the cooking, decorating, 
waiting of tables (under North and Jim’s tutelage), with Mel, the bank president waiting tables, the 
[valets] coming and asking if we had handicapped parking and my dad replying, ‘No, we have valet 
parking.’ We had so much fun planning these events and then putting them together. It was unbelievably 
hard work, but gave us lots of great stories afterwards.


